I remember he kept a body that he brought by water from Reding
a good while to read upon some way soused or pickled. About
these times Experimentall Philosophy first budded here and
was first cultivated by these Vertuosi in that darke time.
Anno Domini 1650 happened that memorable accident and
experiment of the reviving Nan Green a servant maid, who was
hang'd in the castle of Oxon for murdering her bastard-child.
After she had suffered the law, she was cut downe, and carried
away in order to be anatomiz'd by some yong physitians, but
Dr. William Petty finding life in her, would not venter upon
her, only so farr as to recover her life. Which being look'd
upon as a great wonder, there was a relation of her recovery
printed, and at the end several copies of verses made by the
young poets of the Universitie were added.
He was about 1650 elected Professor of Musique at Gresham
Colledge, by, and by the Interest of his Friend Captaine John
Graunt (who wrote the Observations on the Bills of Mortality)
and at that time was worth but fourtie pounds in all the
world.
Shortly after, he was recommended to the Parliament to
be one of the Surveyors of Ireland, to which employment Capt.
John Graunt's interest did also help to give him a Lift, and
Edmund Wyld, Esq., also, then a Member of Parliament, and
a good fautor of Ingeniose and good men, for meer meritt
sake (not being formerly acquainted with him) did him great
service, which perhaps he knowes not of.
Severall made offers to the Parliament to survey it (when
the Parliament ordered to have it surveyed) for 4000 pounds,
5 ooo pounds, 6000 pounds; but Sir William (then Dr.) went
lower then them all and gott it. Sir Jonas More contemnd it as
dangerous, loving to sleepe in a whole skin : he "was afrayd of
the Tories.
By this Surveying Employment he gott an Estate in Ireland
(before the restauration of King Charles II) of 18,000 pounds
per annum, the greatest part wherof he was forced afterwards
to refund, the former owners being then declared Innocents.
He hath yet there 7 or 8000 pounds per annum and can, from
the Mount Mangorton in the com. of Kerry, behold 50,000
Acres of his owne land. He hath an Estate in every province
of Ireland,
The Kingdome of Ireland he hath surveyed, and that with
that exactnesse, that there is no Estate there to the value of
tkrescore pounds per annum but he can shew, to the value, and
those that he employed for the GeometticaU part were ordinary
fellowes, some (perhaps) foot-soldiers, that drcumambulated